
St. Matthew School is committed to providing a safe and healthy environment for the children and staff 

of our Pre-Kindergarten. The following protocols have been developed in adherence to CDC guidelines 

and DHS standards. 

Procedure for Arrival and Dismissal 

Arrival 

1. Weather-permitting, students may be brought to the small parking lot behind the gym. If 
raining, take the children to the entrance under the foyer. Parents may park in the large parking 
lot and walk their child over to that area (be very mindful of traffic). No parking along 
Wellington Street. That is a drop-off line for students of other grades and parents should not be 
exiting cars there. 

2. Please remain with your child until a staff member meets your child. 
3. Once inside, a second staff member will escort the children to the classroom and assist them 

with sanitizing their hands before entering the classroom. 
4. The children will be assisted with hanging up belongings in an individual bag. 

 

Dismissal 

1. A staff person will help children gather up belongings before escorting them from the building 
2. Weather permitting, students will be brought to the small parking lot behind the gym to hand 

them off to the parent or designee. If raining, children will be dismissed under the foyer. 
 

Special Considerations 

Children who have symptoms of respiratory or gastrointestinal infections, such as cough, fever, sore 

throat, vomiting, or diarrhea, should stay home. Testing is recommended for people with symptoms of 

COVID-19 as soon as possible after symptoms begin. People who are at risk for getting very sick with 

COVID-19 who test positive should consult with a healthcare provider right away for possible treatment, 

even if their symptoms are mild. Staying home when sick can lower the risk of spreading infectious 

diseases, including COVID-19, to other people. 

Though not mandatory, we recommend Covid-19 vaccination for the children. Regardless of vaccination 

status, your child should isolate from others when they have COVID-19. Children should also isolate if 

they are sick and suspect that they have COVID-19 but do not yet have test results. If testing results 

are positive, follow the full isolation recommendations below. If the test results are negative, isolation is 

not necessary. 

If your child tests positive for COVID-19, he/she should stay home for at least 5 days. People are likely 
most infectious during these first 5 days. 

Your child may end isolation after day 5 if: 

 He/She is fever-free for 24 hours (without the use of fever-reducing medication) 
 The child’s symptoms are improving 

If the child still has fever or any other symptoms have not improved, continue to isolate until symptoms 
improve. 



After the child ends isolation, when he/she is feeling better (no fever without the use of fever-reducing 
medications and symptoms improving), masks can be removed. However, masks should be worn 
through day 10; with two sequential negative tests 48 hours apart, children may remove their masks 
sooner than day 10. 

Additional School Practices 

1. Ventilation: Increased ventilation to the greatest extent possible to optimize air quality and 
reduce the risk of germs and contaminants spreading through the air. Open classroom windows 
and doors.  

2. Reinforce Hand Hygiene and Respiratory Best Practices: Washing hands can prevent the spread 
of infectious diseases. Schools and Early Childhood Centers (ECC) programs should teach and 
reinforce proper handwashing to lower the risk of spreading viruses, including the virus that 
causes COVID-19. If washing hands is not possible, we will provide hand sanitizer containing at 
least 60% alcohol. In addition, we teach and reinforce covering coughs and sneezes to help keep 
individuals from getting and spreading infectious diseases, including COVID-19. 

3. Enhanced Cleaning: Cleaned surfaces at least once a day, or to the greatest extent possible to 
reduce the risk of germs spreading by touching surfaces.  

4. Strategic Use of Masks: Masks are optional except for their use with the specific cases detailed 
above.  

5. Monitoring Health Form: We ask that parents to monitor the health of their children. The 
attached form could be helpful to share with school families to reinforce this concept. This is at 
the school’s discretion.  (copy attached) 

St Matthew School will also continue to monitor the recommendations from the county health 

department.  Unless the COVID-19 landscape virus changes radically, the following practices used in the 

past are not required:  

 Social Distancing   

 Virtual Learning   

 Modified Attendance  

 Quarantining Classrooms or Schools 


